Bilingual Training: 2/2/09
Trainer: Francesca La Morgia from the Bilingual Forum Ireland

The main issue discussed during this workshop was the acquisition of English by young children raised in one-parent families, where the parent is a native speaker of a foreign language.

Exposing children to English when it is not the first language: 
SOME IDEAS 
Parks play centres, libraries/story tellers/ English speaking friends

· Children need to be exposed to English in order to learn it

· The parent needs to find opportunities to expose the child to English

· Children need to be challenged to speak in English e.g. in play grounds

· Don’t respond to a child’s sign language without also interpreting in English what they want 

· Learn some of the child words in first language and translate – repetition is good way to learn English

· Some new communities stick very closely together and they need to be encouraged to expose child to other languages

· On the bilingual forum website anyone can email in questions which will be answered (put the flier on the parents notice board so they can do this)

· Parents can do translations all day with stories and food items making it normal for the child to hear both languages

· For homework the child can write their stories in their first language and then the parents can help them to translate it to English in this way child can freely express themselves

· Parents need to have a positive  attitude to learning English 
· What we can do in crèche

· Have a song we sing every day for repetition of words

· Have the same story every day

· Use simple words and try to translate body language to words (when a child points to a thing  name it)

· Try to find out where there are schools and play groups for children of other languages and advertise to parents on notice board

· We can think about a workshop for parents on second language development

· We can buy the recommended books on the leaflet (Gb will look into this)

· Use staff’s wide knowledge of language to translate some simple words which can be pinned in the crèche and used when children of this language are in the service (all the food items, toilet, the activities – write them phonetically)

· Produce a leaflet on ‘how to expose your child to English) or ask the forum or do it ourselves a poster on ‘top tips for helping your child learn English as a second language’

